Willow Tree Nursery & Woodland Explorers Sickness Policy
Children who are unwell must not come into the nursery or must be collected from the nursery earlier than usual and this will be decided by the Nursery Manager or Deputy Manager. Whilst we appreciate that it can be a difficult time for working parents we have to take into consideration the health and well being of all of the children who attend the nursery. 

To help prevent the spread of illness staff with communicable diseases will also not work in the nursery whilst they are infectious. 
The nursery’s ‘Infection Control Table’ details exclusion periods for common childhood illnesses and forms part of the sickness policy. 
Please note that it is common for young children to take time to build a resistance to infection/illness.  Due to this it is advisable, where possible that your child joins the nursery in advance of your personal commitments such as returning to work.  Please discuss this with the nursery manager.  Once children have built a resistance they generally have a stronger immune system. 
If there is a child or adult in the nursery with an infectious disease, signs which do not include any names, will be displayed to ensure that parents are aware of the symptoms should they occur in their own child.  
All staff and parents/carers must abide by the sickness policy. 
Please see the ‘Guidance on Infection Control in Schools & other Child Care Settings’ poster displayed in the nursery for further information.  

Our aim is to provide the best possible care for all our children therefore we expect parents to be vigilant with regards to their children’s health.  It is a parent’s responsibility to ensure that their child does not attend nursery and put other children/staff at risk. If a parent continually sends a sick or unwell child to nursery we will be forced to review the child’s place.  

If your child is sick and won’t be attending please ensure you inform a member of staff through email, Blossom message or phone call so we can log your child’s illness and we have a record as to why they are not attending.

Please use the following guidelines before bringing your child back to nursery: 

Colds and flu: The child should have a normal temperature and feel fit and healthy.   
Conjunctivitis: Creams must have been received from the doctor and treatment should have commenced. Eyes should not have any discharge from them.  
Chicken pox: All spots must have completely scabbed over (usually five days from when the rash has fully developed) A notice will be displayed on the parents notice board in the reception area if we have any cases of chicken pox.
Impetigo: Medical advice must have been sought and sores must not be weeping. 

Hand, foot and mouth: All sores must have been treated by a doctor and sores should not be weeping. 
Head lice: Parents will be contacted via telephone and asked to commence treatment as soon as the child is home. A letter will be displayed on the parents notice board in the reception area asking them to check their child’s head and treat if necessary.  A copy of this letter will be sent home with each child. 
Measles: Rash should have gone and child generally well.
Sickness/diarrhoea: For children: at least 48 hours since last bout. Adults: 24 hours since last bout.
Temperature: The normal temperature for a child is 37°c. If a child’s temperature reaches 38°c or above parents will be contacted. 
Unknown rashes: Medical advice should be sought with a doctor’s note informing us that the condition isn’t contagious if a child returns with the rash. 
Broken limbs/stitches: According to medical advice and based on the individual child this will be discussed with parents. We will report any cases where hospital treatment was required to OFSTED. A risk assessment might need to be completed prior to the child returning to nursery.
If your child needs to receive medication whilst in nursery care please see the policy regarding administration of medication. If a child is on antibiotics then they must have had the 1st dose 48 hours before returning to the nursery. 
You will be contacted by a member of staff to collect your child if they become unwell whilst they are in our care. The child will be cared for by a member of staff in a quiet area away from other children until parents/carers arrive to collect them.                                                                                                                                        If a child has a notifiable illness or serious injury the nursery will contact OFSTED and any local child protection agencies.  
COVID 19 guidance: As COVID-19 presents a low risk to children and young people, combined with high vaccination rates in the population, there are no longer specific rules relating to it in schools, colleges,childcareand other education settings.  
Children and young people with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, who are otherwise well, can continue to go to school, college or childcare. 

However, those who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact with other people where they can. They can go back to school, college or childcare, and resume normal activities when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend. 

All children and young people with respiratory symptoms should be encouraged to cover their mouth and nose with a disposable tissue when coughing and/or sneezing and to wash their hands after using or disposing of tissues.
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Signed on behalf of Willow Tree Nursery and Woodland Explorers. 
“Our setting is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and adults at all times and expects everybody working within this setting to share this commitment”.
