Willow Tree Nursery and Woodland Explorers Transition Policy
We recognise that transitions into our setting could be an anxious time for children and parents. Therefore we ensure ample opportunities are offered to your child to settle them in at the child’s own pace and of course settle the parent too. 

A home visit is offered or the child can just have visits to the setting. During the home visit transition sessions will be arranged and a key person allocated who we feel will be best suited to the needs of your child. A minimum of two transition visits will be arranged. The first will be just for 2 hours followed by a second which will last 4 hours and cover lunchtime. The key person will introduce themselves to the parent during the settling in visits. It is the key person who is responsible for developmental records and following the child’s interests to develop and challenge them during their time at nursery.  

We aim to involve parents and carers as much as possible in their children’s learning. We use an online Learning Journey system called Blossom. The parents can access this via an online app. Parents can view observations and the child’s diary then make contributions of interests and learning from home.

Prior to starting the nursery we aim to find out as much as possible about a child’s likes/dislikes, language, ethnicity, community and support needs. We take this information into account during the settling in process and establish means to ensure that the child receives appropriate support where needed. We use our Parent App to collect vital information and starting points from the parents as the child starts nursery.

Transitions from room to room will be done when the child’s key person and parents are happy they are ready to do so. The child’s parent’s will update the All About Me section on Blossom so that the new room have all information they need including routine, likes, dislikes etc. The child will then spend time in their new room on visits before their move date.                                                                                                                              

When children are making the transition between the nursery and another setting or leaving to go to school, we endeavour to make this a positive planned experience. 
In order to do this we: 

Try to find out as early as possible which children are planning to move, when this will occur and to which school they have applied to attend.  

We invite reception teachers into the setting so that they may observe the children at play and discuss their learning needs and interests with the child’s current key person. We encourage parents to support their children in attending presentation days at school.

We will write a transition report for school which will highlight where the child is developmentally, what they are good at and what they are currently learning. We will also share the child’s current interests so that the school can plan for this.

Supporting the child in the nursery by discussing the transition to school, reading books about attending school and being aware of any concerns or anxieties the child may express about going to school while also working with the parents/carers. 

We try to encourage friendships between children who will be making the transition to the same school. 
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Signed on behalf of Willow Tree Nursery and Woodland Explorers.  
 “Our setting is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and adults at all times and expects everybody working within this setting to share this commitment”
